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BTAT1SMT3MT Ott THE feUSBTlQM OF AU -QUILT A;ii) T'IBi RE~ . TY 

Through the National Conference of the a«rman Trod* Unionist p In 
Sw^d^n and throw ?h ewerv on* of 1 te organs , the German working else a 
releeVJ any -\dmieslon of guilt for the war or for f nee 1st terror. , 

The Genaan working cIasf was the flrft victim of f applet terror. 
In the prisons anfl concentration c^mos, hundred of thousands of 
German workers *er° victims ef fascist ten or Jin the defensive stru^ le 
again 3 1 fascism. Ilany we o tortured to death and s , l, handed and 
AeoapM-F.ted. They offered their life in the struggle against fascism. 

Heroically and in a d^RpcrHt© position* tUe G c r taii working class 
"Led its war aRainet fascism in practically commie le isolation and 
without any support from the Astern democracies or fro«i Husria. on 
the contrary, the destruction of the German working olaar movement 
was considered and hail ml by powerful circles in Upland, in Fmnce 
and In America t »a a security measure for the exletonce of capitalism. 
During the vn r of the German iswikunj' elaep af ainet fasctuni, the etit- 
ei*< democracies and tiuasia entertrined friendly relations with the 
fascist gov^miiipnt of the Third Reich. At the outbreak of war, the ner- 
mam working nlnep no longer osse^ed the etranrth and will to in- 
tervene and disrupt fascism's wrir Machine. They had a toad alone against 
fa so 'am, end already before the outbreak of the war they ht»d he en 
beaten and slain. As for the Allied democracies „ they did not in their 
war policies offer the elS^iteot possibility ffor an alliance with 
the German working, clast. And when the German workers were forced 
into the army and were replaced by foreign vforkeit: numbering 12 to 
lA mil! ion"- i.e. as n an y >s tho total nunihDr uf peibou* employed 
in G^rnany in peaoc-tlme - thes« foreign T;orkors *lso failed to find 
any noeaibllity of weakening appreciably the war .potential of German 
f-.-ciaa. h-? 'oioigp work*™ can obviously not be lusld re* p rubble for 
the war or for fascism's war- strength, but neither can the burden of 
such a culpability be imposed upon the German. worker* ■ 

In reply to tendencies Which have appeared on the Allied aldc t 
nooortyint* to which "the oc;Upa*ion msmst ire hard In order to reuse the 
sense* of K^ilt of the German pa pulatlon", the German Trjule Unionists 
declare that the German working olaeti is not objectively guilty t*x 
of tho war or the terror of fascism, th; L they -a no actual cause 
to consider thamidvep guilty a.*: Unit, the hnrshnea and iiij-etices 
of the occupation can onl / Vj conuldared as the e*pres ion of imper- 
ial If t tendencies. ?t*r frcui developing a sense of fu' t -hi eh is not 
justified by facte, the German Trifle Unionirts. will ue concerned In' 
the deWelopwent aj^ £ trengthenlof or the workers* elaee co'isciousnes^ . 

ftorp-jver* the principle of the sense of guilt ancs the arouaiue 
of the sense of <ruUt, cannot* ar*ordin{7 to ell historical end psycho- 
logic ?1 experience | be considered as a constructive, but t-oleley aa 
a destructive force . This principle is borrowed fro the ideological 
arsenal of the re -.ct loner*, medieval church and reached its zenith at 
the tiste Of the Inquisition enr? the vitchernrt trials. fIistoriCttlly t 
tne lant master In the method if domination thro ^h tho aoune of sullt 
wee the fascist Hlmmler. By attempting to load the suilt of fascia* 
upon the entire German peopfe • he was lack etiCur<^ hie uoi S nation 
over the 0«rnen people up to the leer and ereats t:» bacle for the 
werewolvea 1 partisan wer. The GeiVian workers Cannes belifcV^ th-<; the 
Tieople lent to wnr apalnet fp so laid, only to tf?ke ovo" tad devslop f-S- 



elm's methods and ruling principles • 

The German worker p fcnov; that fascism and the war are the ittee- 
cepft^!b consequence? of imperialists, of the economic Imperialism 
wh'eh is T >elr.fr Juatifled, recognised end applied by ev ry State In 
the vorld . Hoc- Luxemburg, murdered by the of flee i -bend Its of the 
German *»rtay, teucht the German workers i Imperialist polities tire 
not the work of this. .or that State, they axe the product of a cer- 
tain degree of raaturlty attained by capital 1st world development* 
No State can escape the consequences of this developmert The po- 
licy of individual utatee Is dominated, tin by some tiu prase bliitd 
ruling law, by th-* general tendecy of present-day sa^iaMaa capitalist 
politics, just as the laws of economic competition determine the con- 
ditions of production for the Individual Industrial' at* * The vorking 
class movement* in so fur as It was and remains Socialist, being 
the main opponent of Imperial lam, cannot be declared to bear tiie 
tn.ii.it of the political and social consequencee of imperialism. 

Imperialism, with tfts fascism and war as its consequence t , is 
one of capitalism's essentially am- objectively inherent plies es of 
d eve 1 opm o nt ; no v ^ rthele i 1 a , me n are the b ea r er s of thl s dp v a 1 o pment . 
In Germany, TTazls we a the bearers of the last consequences of impe- 
rialism. The German worker** hull the dlacri ilnstlon against tie Bassis 
as boarorc of CSermany'e imperialist policy and demand the firmest 
and thoroughest punishment, *h& liquidation* of all the {rullty. hey 
expect from the people e of tha Allien nations tliat they vll\ not 
permit that the Imperialist forces within the AU'edi mp;> should 
sabotage and impede the punishment of the fascist war criminal* and 
m»A place them under their military protection,, against t1rt will of 
the 3o; - Ejan nem;3s « The discrimination against the besi <*rs of impe- 
rialist world policy, which is cental ned in the punishment of German 
war criminals, is bailed by the German v/orkl.ig class as a precedent 
for all future cases* This diecrialnat on of imperialism rlrhtly 
places the repines ants lives of imperialist policy outs Ids human society* 

*loru Import ant still for the Gei'-usn xaxksa working claau nove- 
ment ti\a.Jpi the punishment of the was o-imlnnls, are the questions 
i>f reconstruction* The German Trr»de unoniatE are of the opinion that 
the task of reconstruction Is of such dimensions that It c*m only 
he mastered by the peoples of all nations working together in com- 
plete solidarity. The German workers hope to h*ve the opportunity 
o r co laboratinf v.lth all their strength to this, work of reconstruc- 
tion and solidarity. Aft*r the radical liquidation sf the llazls 
the P-prman neo pie 1 will be able to c3nst?orat<? lis f-jreeb 1C0> to this 
reconstruction vork* 

Stockholm, 5£** Apr!"" 1945 , 3rn?t rofcmltt. 

Submitted xs*ms*srttrit to the National Conference 0: the German 
Trflde >Mlonidts In Sweden. 



